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4HESTORYISFULLOFHEROISM�BLOOD�ANDGORE�)T�S
NASTY BUSINESS ALL AROUND� )T�S WAR� )T�S $DAY� 4SOURAS
HASN�T SACRIlCED ANY OF THE HISTORICAL BLOODINESS�
TRAGEDY�ANDFARCEFORHISINTELLECTUALEXERCISE�HIS
LESSONABOUTWAR�-OREOVER�4SOURASKEEPSTHEEX
CITEMENTOFANOFTTOLDSTORY�ALMOSTASASLEIGHTOF
HANDMANEUVERTODIVERTATTENTIONFROMHISTINKER
INGWITHHISTORY�

&ORTHOSEINTERESTEDINTHECONSTRUCTIONOFTHE
ALTERNATEHISTORY�4SOURASITEMIZESTHEPIVOTPOINTS
THAT TAKE$DAYFROMHISTORYTOHISSTORY�(EEVEN
ADDSlCTITIOUSFOOTNOTESANDHISTORICALPHOTOSWITH
NONHISTORICALCAPTIONSTOLENDAUTHENTICITY�

4HISWORKSUCCEEDSONACOUPLEOFLEVELS�!SAL
TERNATE HISTORY� IT�S WELL PUT TOGETHER� WITH THE
PROPERBLENDOFFACTANDlCTIONANDAGOOD�LOGICAL
CONSISTENCY�/NECANREADITASANINTERESTINGAND
SOPHISTICATEDWHATIFEXERCISEORASANEXCITINGAND
DRAMATICALLYPRESENTEDlCTION�%ITHERWAY�THEBOOK
ISlNE�4HEIMPORTANTLEVELISTHESECOND�THELES
SONSLEARNED�7ITHOUTHAMMERINGAMESSAGEINTO
HISREADER�SHEAD�4SOURASMAKESCLEARTHEIFlNESS
OFWAR�THECRITICALITYOFCHANCE�INTHISMOSTSERIOUS
OFHUMANENDEAVORS�!LLWHOENGAGEINHUMANITY�S
MOSTPERILOUSENTERPRISE�WAR�SHOULDKEEPINMIND
HOW NARROW ARE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SUCCESS
ANDFAILURE�ANDHOWCOSTLYEVENSUCCESSCANBE�
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-ODERN "OMBERS� !IRCRAFT� 7EAPONS� AND 4HEIR
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!NIL 0USTAM�S -ODERN "OMBERS PRESENTS A PICTORIAL
HISTORYOF!MERICA�SBOMBER FORCE INACTION�4HE
THIRDVOLUMEOF3TACKPOLE"OOKS�53!IR0OWERSE
RIES�WHICHEXAMINESAIRCRAFTANDCREWSOFTHEDIF
FERENTMILITARY SERVICESOVER THE LASTDECADE� ITOF
FERSABRIEFCHRONOLOGICALACCOUNTOFTHE"���"��
AND"��INCLUDINGINFORMATIONABOUTPLANNEDUP
GRADES�"RILLIANTPHOTOS�BOTHBLACKANDWHITEAND
COLOR	ACQUIREDFROMNUMEROUSSOURCESDEPICTTHE
BOMBERS�CONTRIBUTIONSTORECENT53OPERATIONSIN
+OSOVO AND !FGHANISTAN� "RIEF NARRATIVES THAT AC
COMPANYEACHPICTUREPROVIDEADDITIONALINFORMA
TIONONTHEAIRCRAFTANDTHEIRWEAPONS�.OTONLYDO
THEPHOTOSSHOWTHEBOMBERSRELEASINGTHEIRMIGHTY
PAYLOADS�BUTALSOTHEYCAPTURETHENUMEROUSSUP

PORT FUNCTIONS REQUIRED TOPUT THESEAIRCRAFTOVER
TARGET�)NSHORT�-ODERN"OMBERS GIVESUSANEFFECTIVE
SNAPSHOT OF THE WORLD�S MOST FORMIDABLE BOMBER
FORCE�
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3EVEN3TARS�4HE/KINAWA"ATTLE$IARIESOF3IMON
"OLIVAR"UCKNER�*R��AND*OSEPH3TILWELL EDITED
BY.ICHOLAS%VAN3ARANTAKES�4EXAS!�-5NI
VERSITY 0RESS �HTTP���WWW�TAMU�EDU�UPRESS	�
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3OCIOMETRICS�THESCIENCEOFUSINGTHEPERSON
ALITY OF INDIVIDUALS TO ANALYZE HOW ORGANIZATIONS
WORKANDTOASSESSTHEEFFECTIVENESSANDEFlCIENCY
OFORGANIZATIONANDFUNCTION�APPEARS�ONTHESUR
FACE�TOREPRESENTTHEEXACTOPPOSITEOFWHATMILI
TARYSCIENCEISSUPPOSEDTOBE�!SWARlGHTINGBE
COMES MORE COMPLEX� MILITARY HISTORIANS HAVE
COMETOLOOKATOPERATIONALARTASASERIESOFINTER
RELATEDBUTESSENTIALLYINDEPENDENTACTS�,OGISTICS�
STRATEGY�TACTICS�THEPRINCIPLESOFWAR�ANDSOFORTH
ARE MEANS OF UNDERSTANDING COMPLEX SITUATIONS�
4HIS REVIEW CERTAINLY DOES NOT INTEND TO CALL INTO
QUESTIONTHEEFFECTIVENESSOFSUCHTOOLSORTHEIRAP
PLICABILITY TO THE OPERATIONAL ART� 4HEY WORK VERY WELL
FORPLANNERSANDANALYSTS�CONTRIBUTINGMIGHTILYTO
THE MILITARY HISTORIAN�S TASK� INDEED� NO EFFECTIVE
MILITARYHISTORIANCANDOWORKWITHOUTTHOSETOOLS
INHISORHERINTELLECTUALTOOLBOX�&ORTHESEHISTORI
ANS� HOWEVER� THE PROBLEM IS SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT�
4OO OFTEN ONE MEASURES THE SUCCESS OR FAILURE OF
GENERALSBYHOW THEY ACT IN ACCORDANCEWITHPRE
CONCEIVEDUNDERSTANDINGSANDOPERATIONALMODELS�
MINIMIZINGTHEHUMANELEMENTOR�WORSE�IGNORING
IT ALTOGETHER� #ONSIDERING THE ROLE OF A COMMANDER�S
PERSONALITY IN FORMULATING BATTLElELD DECISIONS� EVEN
FORHISTORIANSINCLINEDTOCONSIDERSUCHINTANGIBLES
AShCHARISMA�vISTOOFREQUENTLYSEENASATHROWBACK
TOANEARLIERDAY�AKINDOFARCHAICHEROWORSHIP
THATHASBECOMEOBSOLETEINMODERNHISTORY�

%NTER NOW .ICHOLAS %VAN 3ARANTAKES� WHO HAS ED
ITED THE BATTLElELD DIARIES OF 3IMON "OLIVAR "UCKNER *R�
AND*OSEPH3TILWELL�%ACHOFTHESEMENINTURNCOM
MANDED 4ENTH !RMY DURING THE INVASION OF /KI
NAWA� THE LAST AND COSTLIEST OF THE ISLANDHOPPING
CAMPAIGNSIN7ORLD7AR))�"UCKNERWASKILLEDIN
*UNE�����AND3TILWELLBECAME4ENTH!RMYCOM
MANDER�&ROMTHEBEGINNINGOFTHE/KINAWACAM
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PAIGN�THE*APANESERESISTEDFURIOUSLY�ANDTHROUGH
OUT THEEARLY SUMMEROF����� THE)MPERIAL(IGH
#OMMANDMUSTEREDEVERYRESOURCEPOSSIBLETODIS
LODGETHE!MERICANS�"ETWEEN!PRILAND*UNE�FOR
EXAMPLE� THE *APANESE HURLED NO LESS THAN �� MAJOR
KAMIKAZEOPERATIONS�INVOLVING�����PLANES�ATTHE
!MERICAN INVASION FORCE� "Y *ULY� AFTER THE ISLAND
WAS DECLARED SECURE� 3TILWELL BEGAN PLANNING FOR
THE INVASION OF *APAN ITSELF� 4HE DROPPING OF THE
ATOMICBOMBSIN!UGUSTANDTHEOFlCIALSURRENDER
OFTHE*APANESEON�3EPTEMBERDIDNOTEND4ENTH
!RMY�SOPERATIONS�/N�3EPTEMBER�����3TILWELL
AND4ENTH!RMYACCEPTEDTHESURRENDEROFTHELAST
lGHTINGUNITSOFTHE)MPERIAL!RMY�

)NADDITION TODIARYENTRIES�3ARANTAKESHAS IN
CLUDEDPERSONAL LETTERS�MEMOS�ORDERS� SPEECHES�
EXCERPTS FROM INTERVIEWS� AND PRESS RELEASES� 4O
GETHER� THESE GIVE A REMARKABLE VIEW FROM THE
GROUND�NOTMERELYOFCOMBATBUTOFSTRATEGICPROB
LEMSBESETTINGTHE!MERICANS INTHElNALMONTHS
OFTHEWAR�"OTH"UCKNERAND3TILWELLWRITEWITHTHE
CANDORTHATCOMESFROMNOTEXPECTINGPUBLICATION
OFONE�SLETTERSABOUTTHEIMPENDINGINVASIONOF*A
PANANDTHEPROBLEMOFPEACE�"YITSELF�THISWOULD
MAKE 3EVEN 3TARS INDISPENSABLE TO STUDENTS OF THE
/KINAWACAMPAIGN�THE0ACIlCWAR�POSTWAR*APAN�
GENERALSHIP�ANDSTAFFOPERATIONS�3UCHEFFECTIVELY
COLLECTED AND EDITED PRIMARY SOURCES ARE RARE
ENOUGH�"UTRELEGATINGTHISWORKTOTHEPOSITIONOF
AMERESOURCEBOOKDOESADISSERVICETOITSEDITOR�

4HE EDITOR�S VISION AND CRAFTING OF THIS COLLECTION
MAKEITTRULYVALUABLE�2ATHERTHANREDUCINGEACH
GENERAL TOACOMMONDENOMINATOR�3ARANTAKES�A
TALENTEDANDACCOMPLISHEDHISTORIAN�LOOKSFORAND
EMPHASIZES THEIR DIFFERENCES� USING THESE SOURCES
TOEXPLAINCOMMANDDECISIONS�(EEVENPAINSTAK
INGLYDESCRIBESTHEWAYEACHGENERALWRITESANDPRO
VIDESCLUES TOHOWEACHONETHINKS�3TILWELLMADE
HISENTRIESONAmIPTOPNOTEBOOKORWHATEVERWAS
ATHAND�INCLUDINGKANJIANDABBREVIATIONSTHATIN
SOMECASESARE INDECIPHERABLE�"UCKNER�SENTRIES�
HOWEVER� ARE MORE FORMAL AND ORGANIZED� 3ARANTAKES
EDITSOUTTHEPERSONALPARTSOFTHEENTRIES�LEAVING
USTHEVIEWSOFTWOVASTLYDIFFERENTMENRESPONDING
TO THE SAME PROBLEM OF COMBAT LEADERSHIP� /NE
lNDSNOHEROWORSHIPHERE�RATHER�THEEDITORBRIL
LIANTLYSHOWSTHEHUMANFACEOFCOMMAND�

3ARANTAKES�SINTRODUCTORYCOMMENTSINTHETEXT
AND THE CHRONOLOGY ALLOW READERS WITH A CURSORY
UNDERSTANDINGOFTHECAMPAIGNTOUSE3EVEN3TARS�
&ORMOREADVANCEDSTUDENTS�HISEPILOGUE�CALLED
h4APSvINTHEBOOK	BOTHlNISHESTHESTORYANDAD
DRESSES SOMEOF THE TACTICALANDHISTORIOGRAPHICAL
PROBLEMSASSOCIATEDWITHTHECAMPAIGN�3ARANTAKES
ADDRESSES AND EVALUATES THE CONTROVERSY OVER "UCKNER�S

lTNESSFORCOMMAND�HIGHCASUALTIES�ANDHISUSEOF
WHAT SOME PEOPLE DESCRIBE AS 7ORLD 7AR )nSTYLE
TACTICS�(EOFFERSUSBOTH"UCKNER�SAND3TILWELL�S
VIEWSONTHEOPERATIONASAMEANSOFUNDERSTAND
ING THE SITUATION AND THE TACTICAL RESPONSE OF THE
COMMANDERS�

h4HEENDOFTHEWARINTHE0ACIlCWASFARMORE
COMPLEX� DANGEROUS� AND UNCERTAIN THAN MANY
HAVEALLOWEDv�P����	�!SACOLLECTIONOFPRIMARY
DOCUMENTS�3EVEN3TARS CERTAINLYDEMONSTRATES THE
DIFlCULT� INTRICATENATUREOFMILITARYOPERATIONSIN
/KINAWAANDTHEWAYOPERATIONALCOMPLEXITYDROVE
TACTICALRESPONSES�3ARANTAKES�SASSESSMENTOF"UCK
NER�SINITIALOPERATIONSISCOMPELLING�(OWEVER�HIS
FUSIONOFSOCIOMETRICSANDMILITARYSCIENCECREATES
ANEWDIMENSIONINTHESTUDYOFMODERNCOMMAND�
/NE ALSO SEES THE ROLE OF PERSONALITY AS A DRIVING
FORCE IN OPERATIONS� BUT THE REAL STRENGTH OF THE
WORK LIES IN 3ARANTAKES�S ABILITY TO SHOW THE ROLE
THATPERSONALITYPLAYSINOPERATIONALDEVELOPMENT�
4HIS STUDY IS BOTH A HISTORY OF THE /KINAWA CAM
PAIGN AND A PERSONAL HISTORY OF THE GENERALS INVOLVED�
7HATMAKESTHEBOOKEFFECTIVE�ANDUNIQUE�ISITS
ABILITYTOSHOWHOWUNDERSTANDINGONELEADSTOUN
DERSTANDINGTHEOTHER�3EVEN3TARS MAKESANIMPOR
TANTCONTRIBUTIONTOOURUNDERSTANDINGOF LEADER
SHIP� GENERALSHIP� AND THE END OF THE WAR IN THE
0ACIlC�
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7HATISAIRPOWER�!CCORDINGTO��1UESTIONS%V
ERY!IRMAN#AN!NSWER�A����53!IR&ORCEPAM
PHLET� hAIRPOWER IS THE FUNDAMENTAL ABILITY TOUSE
AIRCRAFTTOCREATEMILITARYANDPOLITICALEFFECTS����)T
IS MILITARY POWER THAT MANEUVERS THROUGH THE AIR
WHILE PERFORMING ITS MISSION�v !LTHOUGH SLIGHTLY
DATED�THATBASICDElNITIONSTILLAPPLIES�&ORTUNATELY
FORAIRPOWERENTHUSIASTS�MANYBOOKSFOCUSONMILI
TARYAVIATION�6ERONICOAND$UNN�S��ST#ENTURY5�3�
!IR0OWERAPPEAREDINTHEAFTERMATHOFTHETERRORIST
ATTACKSOF����ANDTHENEEDFORIMPROVEDHOME
LANDSECURITYINTHEAIRANDELSEWHERE�4HEAUTHORS
PROlLE THE VARIOUS TECHNOLOGICALLY ADVANCED AIR
CRAFTTHATPROTECT53SKIES�


