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4HE฀STORY฀IS฀FULL฀OF฀HEROISM�฀BLOOD�฀AND฀GORE�฀)T�S฀
NASTY BUSINESS ALL AROUND� )T�S WAR� )T�S $
DAY� 4SOURAS
HASN�T฀ SACRIlCED฀ ANY฀ OF฀ THE฀ HISTORICAL฀ BLOODINESS�฀
TRAGEDY�฀AND฀FARCE฀FOR฀HIS฀INTELLECTUAL฀EXERCISE�฀HIS฀
LESSON฀ABOUT฀WAR�฀-OREOVER�฀4SOURAS฀KEEPS฀THE฀EX

CITEMENT฀OF฀AN฀OFT
TOLD฀STORY�฀ALMOST฀AS฀A฀SLEIGHT
OF

HAND฀MANEUVER฀TO฀DIVERT฀ATTENTION฀FROM฀HIS฀TINKER

ING฀WITH฀HISTORY�

&OR฀THOSE฀INTERESTED฀IN฀THE฀CONSTRUCTION฀OF฀THE฀
ALTERNATE฀HISTORY�฀4SOURAS฀ITEMIZES฀THE฀PIVOT฀POINTS฀
THAT฀ TAKE฀$
DAY฀FROM฀HISTORY฀TO฀HIS฀STORY�฀(E฀EVEN฀
ADDS฀lCTITIOUS฀FOOTNOTES฀AND฀HISTORICAL฀PHOTOS฀WITH฀
NONHISTORICAL฀CAPTIONS฀TO฀LEND฀AUTHENTICITY�

4HIS฀WORK฀SUCCEEDS฀ON฀A฀COUPLE฀OF฀LEVELS�฀!S฀AL

TERNATE฀ HISTORY�฀ IT�S฀ WELL฀ PUT฀ TOGETHER�฀ WITH฀ THE฀
PROPER฀BLEND฀OF฀FACT฀AND฀lCTION฀AND฀A฀GOOD�฀LOGICAL฀
CONSISTENCY�฀/NE฀CAN฀READ฀IT฀AS฀AN฀INTERESTING฀AND฀
SOPHISTICATED฀WHAT
IF฀EXERCISE฀OR฀AS฀AN฀EXCITING฀AND฀
DRAMATICALLY฀PRESENTED฀lCTION�฀%ITHER฀WAY�฀THE฀BOOK฀
IS฀lNE�฀4HE฀IMPORTANT฀LEVEL฀IS฀THE฀SECOND�฀THE฀LES

SONS฀LEARNED�฀7ITHOUT฀HAMMERING฀A฀MESSAGE฀INTO฀
HIS฀READER�S฀HEAD�฀4SOURAS฀MAKES฀CLEAR฀THE฀IFlNESS฀
OF฀WAR�฀THE฀CRITICALITY฀OF฀CHANCE�฀IN฀THIS฀MOST฀SERIOUS฀
OF฀HUMAN฀ENDEAVORS�฀!LL฀WHO฀ENGAGE฀IN฀HUMANITY�S฀
MOST฀PERILOUS฀ENTERPRISE�฀WAR�฀SHOULD฀KEEP฀IN฀MIND฀
HOW฀ NARROW฀ ARE฀ THE฀ DIFFERENCES฀ BETWEEN฀ SUCCESS฀
AND฀FAILURE�AND฀HOW฀COSTLY฀EVEN฀SUCCESS฀CAN฀BE�
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!NIL 0USTAM�S -ODERN "OMBERS PRESENTS A PICTORIAL
HISTORY฀OF฀!MERICA�S฀BOMBER฀ FORCE฀ IN฀ACTION�฀4HE฀
THIRD฀VOLUME฀OF฀3TACKPOLE฀"OOKS�฀53฀!IR฀0OWER฀SE

RIES�฀WHICH฀EXAMINES฀AIRCRAFT฀AND฀CREWS฀OF฀THE฀DIF

FERENT฀MILITARY฀ SERVICES฀OVER฀ THE฀ LAST฀DECADE�฀ IT฀OF

FERS฀A฀BRIEF฀CHRONOLOGICAL฀ACCOUNT฀OF฀THE฀"
���฀"
��฀
AND฀"
��฀INCLUDING฀INFORMATION฀ABOUT฀PLANNED฀UP

GRADES�฀"RILLIANT฀PHOTOS฀�BOTH฀BLACK฀AND฀WHITE฀AND฀
COLOR	฀ACQUIRED฀FROM฀NUMEROUS฀SOURCES฀DEPICT฀THE฀
BOMBERS�฀CONTRIBUTIONS฀TO฀RECENT฀53฀OPERATIONS฀IN฀
+OSOVO฀ AND฀ !FGHANISTAN�฀ "RIEF฀ NARRATIVES฀ THAT฀ AC

COMPANY฀EACH฀PICTURE฀PROVIDE฀ADDITIONAL฀INFORMA

TION฀ON฀THE฀AIRCRAFT฀AND฀THEIR฀WEAPONS�฀.OT฀ONLY฀DO฀
THE฀PHOTOS฀SHOW฀THE฀BOMBERS฀RELEASING฀THEIR฀MIGHTY฀
PAYLOADS�฀BUT฀ALSO฀THEY฀CAPTURE฀THE฀NUMEROUS฀SUP


PORT฀ FUNCTIONS฀ REQUIRED฀ TO฀PUT฀ THESE฀AIRCRAFT฀OVER฀
TARGET�฀)N฀SHORT�฀-ODERN฀"OMBERS GIVES฀US฀AN฀EFFECTIVE฀
SNAPSHOT฀ OF฀ THE฀ WORLD�S฀ MOST฀ FORMIDABLE฀ BOMBER฀
FORCE�
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3EVEN฀3TARS�฀4HE฀/KINAWA฀"ATTLE฀$IARIES฀OF฀3IMON฀
"OLIVAR฀"UCKNER�฀*R��฀AND฀*OSEPH฀3TILWELL EDITED฀
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3OCIOMETRICS�THE฀SCIENCE฀OF฀USING฀THE฀PERSON

ALITY฀ OF฀ INDIVIDUALS฀ TO฀ ANALYZE฀ HOW฀ ORGANIZATIONS฀
WORK฀AND฀TO฀ASSESS฀THE฀EFFECTIVENESS฀AND฀EFlCIENCY฀
OF฀ORGANIZATION฀AND฀FUNCTION�APPEARS�฀ON฀THE฀SUR

FACE�฀TO฀REPRESENT฀THE฀EXACT฀OPPOSITE฀OF฀WHAT฀MILI

TARY฀SCIENCE฀IS฀SUPPOSED฀TO฀BE�฀!S฀WAR฀lGHTING฀BE

COMES฀ MORE฀ COMPLEX�฀ MILITARY฀ HISTORIANS฀ HAVE฀
COME฀TO฀LOOK฀AT฀OPERATIONAL฀ART฀AS฀A฀SERIES฀OF฀INTER

RELATED฀BUT฀ESSENTIALLY฀INDEPENDENT฀ACTS�฀,OGISTICS�฀
STRATEGY�฀TACTICS�฀THE฀PRINCIPLES฀OF฀WAR�฀AND฀SO฀FORTH฀
ARE฀ MEANS฀ OF฀ UNDERSTANDING฀ COMPLEX฀ SITUATIONS�฀
4HIS฀ REVIEW฀ CERTAINLY฀ DOES฀ NOT฀ INTEND฀ TO฀ CALL฀ INTO฀
QUESTION฀THE฀EFFECTIVENESS฀OF฀SUCH฀TOOLS฀OR฀THEIR฀AP

PLICABILITY TO THE OPERATIONAL ART� 4HEY WORK VERY WELL
FOR฀PLANNERS฀AND฀ANALYSTS�฀CONTRIBUTING฀MIGHTILY฀TO฀
THE฀ MILITARY฀ HISTORIAN�S฀ TASK�฀ INDEED�฀ NO฀ EFFECTIVE฀
MILITARY฀HISTORIAN฀CAN฀DO฀WORK฀WITHOUT฀THOSE฀TOOLS฀
IN฀HIS฀OR฀HER฀INTELLECTUAL฀TOOLBOX�฀&OR฀THESE฀HISTORI

ANS�฀ HOWEVER�฀ THE฀ PROBLEM฀ IS฀ SOMEWHAT฀ DIFFERENT�฀
4OO฀ OFTEN฀ ONE฀ MEASURES฀ THE฀ SUCCESS฀ OR฀ FAILURE฀ OF฀
GENERALS฀BY฀HOW฀ THEY฀ ACT฀ IN฀ ACCORDANCE฀WITH฀PRE

CONCEIVED฀UNDERSTANDINGS฀AND฀OPERATIONAL฀MODELS�฀
MINIMIZING฀THE฀HUMAN฀ELEMENT฀OR�฀WORSE�฀IGNORING฀
IT ALTOGETHER� #ONSIDERING THE ROLE OF A COMMANDER�S
PERSONALITY IN FORMULATING BATTLElELD DECISIONS� EVEN
FOR฀HISTORIANS฀INCLINED฀TO฀CONSIDER฀SUCH฀INTANGIBLES฀
AS฀hCHARISMA�v฀IS฀TOO฀FREQUENTLY฀SEEN฀AS฀A฀THROWBACK฀
TO฀AN฀EARLIER฀DAY�A฀KIND฀OF฀ARCHAIC฀HERO฀WORSHIP฀
THAT฀HAS฀BECOME฀OBSOLETE฀IN฀MODERN฀HISTORY�

%NTER NOW .ICHOLAS %VAN 3ARANTAKES� WHO HAS ED

ITED THE BATTLElELD DIARIES OF 3IMON "OLIVAR "UCKNER *R�฀
AND฀*OSEPH฀3TILWELL�฀%ACH฀OF฀THESE฀MEN฀IN฀TURN฀COM

MANDED฀ 4ENTH฀ !RMY฀ DURING฀ THE฀ INVASION฀ OF฀ /KI

NAWA�฀ THE฀ LAST฀ AND฀ COSTLIEST฀ OF฀ THE฀ ISLAND
HOPPING฀
CAMPAIGNS฀IN฀7ORLD฀7AR฀))�฀"UCKNER฀WAS฀KILLED฀IN฀
*UNE฀�����฀AND฀3TILWELL฀BECAME฀4ENTH฀!RMY฀COM

MANDER�฀&ROM฀THE฀BEGINNING฀OF฀THE฀/KINAWA฀CAM
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PAIGN�฀THE฀*APANESE฀RESISTED฀FURIOUSLY�฀AND฀THROUGH

OUT฀ THE฀EARLY฀ SUMMER฀OF฀�����฀ THE฀)MPERIAL฀(IGH฀
#OMMAND฀MUSTERED฀EVERY฀RESOURCE฀POSSIBLE฀TO฀DIS

LODGE฀THE฀!MERICANS�฀"ETWEEN฀!PRIL฀AND฀*UNE�฀FOR฀
EXAMPLE� THE *APANESE HURLED NO LESS THAN �� MAJOR
KAMIKAZE฀OPERATIONS�฀INVOLVING฀�����฀PLANES�฀AT฀THE฀
!MERICAN฀ INVASION฀ FORCE�฀ "Y฀ *ULY�฀ AFTER฀ THE฀ ISLAND฀
WAS฀ DECLARED฀ SECURE�฀ 3TILWELL฀ BEGAN฀ PLANNING฀ FOR฀
THE฀ INVASION฀ OF฀ *APAN฀ ITSELF�฀ 4HE฀ DROPPING฀ OF฀ THE฀
ATOMIC฀BOMBS฀IN฀!UGUST฀AND฀THE฀OFlCIAL฀SURRENDER฀
OF฀THE฀*APANESE฀ON฀�฀3EPTEMBER฀DID฀NOT฀END฀4ENTH฀
!RMY�S฀OPERATIONS�฀/N฀�฀3EPTEMBER฀�����฀3TILWELL฀
AND฀4ENTH฀!RMY฀ACCEPTED฀THE฀SURRENDER฀OF฀THE฀LAST฀
lGHTING฀UNITS฀OF฀THE฀)MPERIAL฀!RMY�

)N฀ADDITION฀ TO฀DIARY฀ENTRIES�฀3ARANTAKES฀HAS฀ IN

CLUDED฀PERSONAL฀ LETTERS�฀MEMOS�฀ORDERS�฀ SPEECHES�฀
EXCERPTS฀ FROM฀ INTERVIEWS�฀ AND฀ PRESS฀ RELEASES�฀ 4O

GETHER�฀ THESE฀ GIVE฀ A฀ REMARKABLE฀ VIEW฀ FROM฀ THE฀
GROUND�฀NOT฀MERELY฀OF฀COMBAT฀BUT฀OF฀STRATEGIC฀PROB

LEMS฀BESETTING฀THE฀!MERICANS฀ IN฀THE฀lNAL฀MONTHS฀
OF฀THE฀WAR�฀"OTH฀"UCKNER฀AND฀3TILWELL฀WRITE฀WITH฀THE฀
CANDOR฀THAT฀COMES฀FROM฀NOT฀EXPECTING฀PUBLICATION฀
OF฀ONE�S฀LETTERS฀ABOUT฀THE฀IMPENDING฀INVASION฀OF฀*A

PAN฀AND฀THE฀PROBLEM฀OF฀PEACE�฀"Y฀ITSELF�฀THIS฀WOULD฀
MAKE฀ 3EVEN฀ 3TARS฀ INDISPENSABLE฀ TO฀ STUDENTS฀ OF฀ THE฀
/KINAWA฀CAMPAIGN�฀THE฀0ACIlC฀WAR�฀POSTWAR฀*APAN�฀
GENERALSHIP�฀AND฀STAFF฀OPERATIONS�฀3UCH฀EFFECTIVELY฀
COLLECTED AND EDITED PRIMARY SOURCES ARE RARE
ENOUGH�฀"UT฀RELEGATING฀THIS฀WORK฀TO฀THE฀POSITION฀OF฀
A฀MERE฀SOURCEBOOK฀DOES฀A฀DISSERVICE฀TO฀ITS฀EDITOR�

4HE EDITOR�S VISION AND CRAFTING OF THIS COLLECTION
MAKE฀IT฀TRULY฀VALUABLE�฀2ATHER฀THAN฀REDUCING฀EACH฀
GENERAL฀ TO฀A฀COMMON฀DENOMINATOR�฀3ARANTAKES�฀A฀
TALENTED฀AND฀ACCOMPLISHED฀HISTORIAN�฀LOOKS฀FOR฀AND฀
EMPHASIZES฀ THEIR฀ DIFFERENCES�฀ USING฀ THESE฀ SOURCES฀
TO฀EXPLAIN฀COMMAND฀DECISIONS�฀(E฀EVEN฀PAINSTAK

INGLY฀DESCRIBES฀THE฀WAY฀EACH฀GENERAL฀WRITES฀AND฀PRO

VIDES฀CLUES฀ TO฀HOW฀EACH฀ONE฀THINKS�฀3TILWELL฀MADE฀
HIS฀ENTRIES฀ON฀A฀mIP
TOP฀NOTEBOOK฀OR฀WHATEVER฀WAS฀
AT฀HAND�฀INCLUDING฀KANJI฀AND฀ABBREVIATIONS฀THAT฀IN฀
SOME฀CASES฀ARE฀ INDECIPHERABLE�฀"UCKNER�S฀ENTRIES�฀
HOWEVER� ARE MORE FORMAL AND ORGANIZED� 3ARANTAKES
EDITS฀OUT฀THE฀PERSONAL฀PARTS฀OF฀THE฀ENTRIES�฀LEAVING฀
US฀THE฀VIEWS฀OF฀TWO฀VASTLY฀DIFFERENT฀MEN฀RESPONDING฀
TO฀ THE฀ SAME฀ PROBLEM฀ OF฀ COMBAT฀ LEADERSHIP�฀ /NE฀
lNDS฀NO฀HERO฀WORSHIP฀HERE�฀RATHER�฀THE฀EDITOR฀BRIL

LIANTLY฀SHOWS฀THE฀HUMAN฀FACE฀OF฀COMMAND�

3ARANTAKES�S฀INTRODUCTORY฀COMMENTS฀IN฀THE฀TEXT฀
AND฀ THE฀ CHRONOLOGY฀ ALLOW฀ READERS฀ WITH฀ A฀ CURSORY฀
UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀THE฀CAMPAIGN฀TO฀USE฀3EVEN฀3TARS�฀
&OR฀MORE฀ADVANCED฀STUDENTS�฀HIS฀EPILOGUE฀�CALLED฀
h4APSv฀IN฀THE฀BOOK	฀BOTH฀lNISHES฀THE฀STORY฀AND฀AD

DRESSES฀ SOME฀OF฀ THE฀ TACTICAL฀AND฀HISTORIOGRAPHICAL฀
PROBLEMS฀ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀THE฀CAMPAIGN�฀3ARANTAKES฀
ADDRESSES AND EVALUATES THE CONTROVERSY OVER "UCKNER�S

lTNESS฀FOR฀COMMAND�฀HIGH฀CASUALTIES�฀AND฀HIS฀USE฀OF฀
WHAT฀ SOME฀ PEOPLE฀ DESCRIBE฀ AS฀ 7ORLD฀ 7AR฀ )nSTYLE฀
TACTICS�฀(E฀OFFERS฀US฀BOTH฀"UCKNER�S฀AND฀3TILWELL�S฀
VIEWS฀ON฀THE฀OPERATION฀AS฀A฀MEANS฀OF฀UNDERSTAND

ING฀ THE฀ SITUATION฀ AND฀ THE฀ TACTICAL฀ RESPONSE฀ OF฀ THE฀
COMMANDERS�

h4HE฀END฀OF฀THE฀WAR฀IN฀THE฀0ACIlC฀WAS฀FAR฀MORE฀
COMPLEX�฀ DANGEROUS�฀ AND฀ UNCERTAIN฀ THAN฀ MANY฀
HAVE฀ALLOWEDv฀�P�฀���	�฀!S฀A฀COLLECTION฀OF฀PRIMARY฀
DOCUMENTS�฀3EVEN฀3TARS CERTAINLY฀DEMONSTRATES฀ THE฀
DIFlCULT�฀ INTRICATE฀NATURE฀OF฀MILITARY฀OPERATIONS฀IN฀
/KINAWA฀AND฀THE฀WAY฀OPERATIONAL฀COMPLEXITY฀DROVE฀
TACTICAL฀RESPONSES�฀3ARANTAKES�S฀ASSESSMENT฀OF฀"UCK

NER�S฀INITIAL฀OPERATIONS฀IS฀COMPELLING�฀(OWEVER�฀HIS฀
FUSION฀OF฀SOCIOMETRICS฀AND฀MILITARY฀SCIENCE฀CREATES฀
A฀NEW฀DIMENSION฀IN฀THE฀STUDY฀OF฀MODERN฀COMMAND�฀
/NE฀ ALSO฀ SEES฀ THE฀ ROLE฀ OF฀ PERSONALITY฀ AS฀ A฀ DRIVING฀
FORCE฀ IN฀ OPERATIONS�฀ BUT฀ THE฀ REAL฀ STRENGTH฀ OF฀ THE฀
WORK฀ LIES฀ IN฀ 3ARANTAKES�S฀ ABILITY฀ TO฀ SHOW฀ THE฀ ROLE฀
THAT฀PERSONALITY฀PLAYS฀IN฀OPERATIONAL฀DEVELOPMENT�฀
4HIS฀ STUDY฀ IS฀ BOTH฀ A฀ HISTORY฀ OF฀ THE฀ /KINAWA฀ CAM

PAIGN AND A PERSONAL HISTORY OF THE GENERALS INVOLVED�
7HAT฀MAKES฀THE฀BOOK฀EFFECTIVE�AND฀UNIQUE�IS฀ITS฀
ABILITY฀TO฀SHOW฀HOW฀UNDERSTANDING฀ONE฀LEADS฀TO฀UN

DERSTANDING฀THE฀OTHER�฀3EVEN฀3TARS MAKES฀AN฀IMPOR

TANT฀CONTRIBUTION฀TO฀OUR฀UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀ LEADER

SHIP�฀ GENERALSHIP�฀ AND฀ THE฀ END฀ OF฀ THE฀ WAR฀ IN฀ THE฀
0ACIlC�
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7HAT฀IS฀AIRPOWER�฀!CCORDING฀TO฀��฀1UESTIONS฀%V

ERY฀!IRMAN฀#AN฀!NSWER�฀A฀����฀53฀!IR฀&ORCE฀PAM

PHLET�฀ hAIRPOWER฀ IS฀ THE฀ FUNDAMENTAL฀ ABILITY฀ TO฀USE฀
AIRCRAFT฀TO฀CREATE฀MILITARY฀AND฀POLITICAL฀EFFECTS�฀�฀�฀�฀)T฀
IS฀ MILITARY฀ POWER฀ THAT฀ MANEUVERS฀ THROUGH฀ THE฀ AIR฀
WHILE฀ PERFORMING฀ ITS฀ MISSION�v฀ !LTHOUGH฀ SLIGHTLY฀
DATED�฀THAT฀BASIC฀DElNITION฀STILL฀APPLIES�฀&ORTUNATELY฀
FOR฀AIRPOWER฀ENTHUSIASTS�฀MANY฀BOOKS฀FOCUS฀ON฀MILI

TARY฀AVIATION�฀6ERONICO฀AND฀$UNN�S฀��ST฀#ENTURY฀5�3�฀
!IR฀0OWER฀APPEARED฀IN฀THE฀AFTERMATH฀OF฀THE฀TERRORIST฀
ATTACKS฀OF฀����฀AND฀THE฀NEED฀FOR฀IMPROVED฀HOME

LAND฀SECURITY฀IN฀THE฀AIR฀AND฀ELSEWHERE�฀4HE฀AUTHORS฀
PROlLE฀ THE฀ VARIOUS฀ TECHNOLOGICALLY฀ ADVANCED฀ AIR

CRAFT฀THAT฀PROTECT฀53฀SKIES�


